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FAUST. 


First PERFORMED AT THE TuéArre—Lyrique, Paris, Marcu 19, 1859. 


| Characters of the Drama, 
With the Original Cast as Presented at the First Performance. 


BaUS ene gte ce Tenora go -<-e~ Mi. BARBOT: 
MEPHISTOPHELES. . Bass... . . M. BALANQUE. 
VALENTINE . . . . Baritone. . . . M. ISMAEL. 

MARGARITA . . . . Soprano. . , . Mme. MIOLAN-CARVALHO. 
SIEBEL . . . . .  Mezzo-soprano. . Mlle. FAIVRE. 

MARTHA . . . . . Mezzo-soprano. . Mme. DUCLOS. 


The scene is in Germany, in the 16th century. 


Act I.—In Faust’s Stupy. Acr I].—1. THe Kermesse; 2. AUERBACH’s CELLAR. 
Act III.—1. Marcaret’s CuoamBer; 2. IN THE GARDEN. 


Act IV.—1. Marcaret’s Home; 2. In tHE Cuurcu. Act V.—In THE Prison. 


The Story of Faust. 


The “Faust legend,” on which Goethe’s dramatic poem is based, gradually 
gathered round the nucleus afforded by the life and deeds of Dr. Johann Faust, a 
German scholar whose career can be traced, with more or less certainty, from about 
1507 to 1540. 

This “historical”? Faust was an adventurer, whose fame as an alchemist and 
astrologer, physician and adept in the black art, spread by the credulous and by his 
own travels through Germany, attained to vast proportions. His native country is 
variously stated as Swabia, Saxony, and Poland. He was known as the “Philoso- 
pher of Philosophers;”’ he professed ability to revive the New Testament miracles, 
and asserted that the victories won by the imperial armies in Italy were due to his 
supernatural influence. The popular imagination naturally seized and enlarged upon 
the supernatural in Faust’s career; and these tales, with the addition of traditions of 
wonders performed by the earlier professors of magic, crystallizing about this central 
modern figure, constituted the elements out of which three distinct versions of 
Faust’s life arose in the German folk-lore of the 16th century. 
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In literature, Faust appears for the first time in 1587, when the ‘‘ Historia of Dr. 
Johann Fausten, the world-renowned Magician and Necromancer,” was published at 
Frankfort-on-the-Main. He is described as a student of theology at Wittenberg, 
who, after taking his degree, becomes a man of the world, a doctor of medicine, an 
astrologer and mathematician. He sells his soul to Satan to obtain supernatural 
power, which he enjoys for 24 years, when the devil claims him, and kills him, ina 
village near Wittenberg, by throwing him at night from one side to the other against 
the walls, and casts his dead body ona ‘dunghill, where it is found the next morning. 

It is altogether probable, that from this earliest printed version Marlowe took the 
idea for his ‘‘Life and Death of Dr. Faustus” (1588), the first dramatization of the 
legend, which lays more stress on Faust’s desire for earthly pleasures than on his 
longing for wisdom. It was followed, during the next two centuries, by many dif- 
ferent versions and modifications of the story, chiefly by German writers... Marlowe’s 
drama made its way back to Germany in translations, and became, with various 
additions and adaptations, a genuine popular stage-piece. In the course of time it 
passed into the possession of the puppet-show ; and is now rarely seen, in its popu- 
lar form, on even the humblest of German stages. 

Goethe’s Faust-drama lifts the hero far above the plane of individual limitation, 
and makes of him the typical representative of all humanity, with its yearnings and 
aspirations, its frailties and sorrows. The vastness of its ideal scope rendered it 
impossible to construct a drama in which the unities should be observed with any 
semblance of strictness. It is a series of scenes and episodes, among which the only 
one that is carried to a natural, logical, inexorable, ‘‘ dramatic’? conclusion is the 
episode of Faust’s love for Gretchen. It is upon this episode that Gounod’s libret- 
tists, Carré and Barbier, founded their text. From the nature of the case they were 
obliged to prune and rearrange their model. 

In the opera, Faust is presented as a scholar past the meridian of life, who, 
weary of book-wisdom and solitary study, and heart-sick at the fruitlessness of his 
striving to fathom the secrets of Nature and the spirit-world, is in the act of raising a 
poisoned draught to his lips, when his hand is arrested by the tones of a gay chorus 
outside. Overcome by bitterly regretful memories, he curses the delusion which has 
caused him to waste his best years in efforts to learn the unknowable ; and, having 
lost all hope of heaven, in a frenzy of despair he calls on Satan to aid him. The 
spirit of evil, in the form of Mephistopheles, appears. Faust adjures him to restore 
his youth and the delights of love, and, lured by a vision of beauty (Margaret) which 
the tempter causes to appear, readily signs the compact for which the wily Mephis- 
topheles stipulates. Act II begins with the kaleidoscopic scenes of the ‘‘ Kermesse,”’ 
or annual fair and festival of the town; Scene 2 introduces Valentine, Margaret’s 
brother, and Wagner (soldiers about to depart for the wars), and Siebel, a youth who 
secretly loves Margaret. Wagner, striking up a jolly song to drown the grief of 
leave-taking, is abruptly interrupted by Mephistopheles, who sings a “better” song, 
tells of disasters threatening his auditors, conjures forth wine from the cask which 
serves as the tavern-sign, and finishes by insultingly drinking the health of Margaret. 
Set upon by the incensed brother and lover, he baffles their attack by magic art. 
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Faust now insists on meeting the Margaret of his vision; she soon passes by, he 
accosts her, and is repulsed. This still further inflames his ardor ; in Act III he 
enters her chamber during her absence, and leaves there a casket of jewels. Margaret 
finds them on her return, and, while delightedly adorning herself, is surprised by 
Dame Martha, a neighbor, who overcomes her scruples at taking the present, and 
extols her good fortune in having so generous a lover. Mephistopheles and 
Faust now appear. The former engages Dame Martha in conversation, thus permit- 
ting Faust to make advances to Margaret ; he wins her heart in a series of beautiful 
love-scenes. Act IV shows Margaret abandoned by Faust, a prey to sinister fore- 
bodings, and scoffed at by her former companions. Valentine returns, discovers 
what has occurred during his absence, and vows vengeance; meeting Faust and 
Mephistopheles together, while the latter is addressing a mocking serenade to 
Margaret, a combat ensues, and Valentine falls mortally wounded. His assailants 
escape from the town. Aroused by the noise of the affray, the neighbors, and with 
them his sister, gather around the dying soldier, whose last breath is a curse upon 
Margaret for her frailty. In the terrible church-scene Mephistopheles, invisible, nears 
Margaret, who is seeking consolation in prayer, and, by his whispered threats of 
vengeance to come, causes the unhappy girl to sink in aswoon of anguish. In Act V, 
Margaret is in prison, having killed her child in a delirious agony of remorse and self- 
reproach. Mephistopheles puts the warder to sleep, and obtains his keys for Faust, 
who thus gains access to his beloved, and implores her to flee with him from the 
impending death-sentence ; but, bereft of reason by her sufferings, she cannot be 
prevailed upon to go, and at sight of Mephistopheles, who enters to urge haste, and 
whom she instinctively regards as the real author of her woes, her horror reaches its 
climax, and she sinks lifeless to the ground. An angelic chorus proclaims her 
‘saved ;” and Mephistopheles, cheated of her soul, vanishes with Faust. 
THEO. BAKER. 
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No. 
Introduction 


ACT I. 


1 Solo and Chorus 5 : : ; ; . No! interrogo invan (Faust) 
2 Scena and Duet : ; ; : Q . Mail ciel (Faust and Mephistopheles) 


ACT II. 


3 Grand Chorus—The Fair (La Kermesse) . Si, da bere 
Scena and Recitative . : : : .  O-santa medaglia (Walentine) 
“| Cavatina . ; ; : . Dio possente (Valentine) 
Song of the Golden Calf ; : : . Dio dell’ or (Mephistopheles) 
5 Scena and Chorus . : 5 , 5 .  Estrano assai la tua canzon 
6 Waltzand Chorus . : P ; ; ; Come allor che lieve 


ACT III. 


7 Intermezzo and Song . : : : . Le parlate d’amor (Siebel) . 
8 Cavatina . f : : : ; : . Salve! dimora casta e pura (Faust) 
9 { Scena and Aria : ; ; : : .  C’era un ré (Margarita) 


Bijou Song. F : : F ; : .  Ociel! quanti gioiel ! : : 
10 Scena and Quartet—Recitative . : .  Giusto ciel! che vegg’ io (Margarita, 
Martha, Faust, Mephistopheles) 
11 Duet yao eee “age hie : : .  Tardi si fa (Margarita and Faust) 


ACT IV. 


Intermezzo E é ; : ; : : : ‘ 2 
2 { Scena and Sniinine niece! Song : : .  Einon tornera (Margarita) 
Scena and Romance s , : ; . Quando a te lieta (Siebel) 
13. The Soldiers’ Chorus. ; A : .  Deponiam il brando 
Oh gloria cinta d’allor . 
Recitative . : . : : ? . Siebel, nel mio tetto andiam (Valentine) 
Scena and Serenata . . .  . . Tu, che fai Vaddormentata (Mephis- 
topheles) 3 F : : 
The Duel—Trio : : , : ; 5 Que fate qui, cienonn (Valentine, Me- 
phistopheles, Faust) 
The Death of Valentine. Scena and Chorus. Per di qua : 
Scene in the Church j ; : ‘ . Signor, concesso sia (Margarita) 


Vv. 


Intermezzo and Recitative . i P .  WVavia! (Faust, Mephistopheles) 

Recitative and Duet : : F : .  Penetrato é il mio cor (Faust and Mar- 
garita) é 

Trio and Finale : ; (as ee ee All ertayl (Mephistopheles, Margarit and 
Faust) 

Ballet . 
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Andante maestoso. 
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